EVOLVING
LAWS
protect water

2020

2021 Rules
mandating the
development of
an e-notification
system to improve
communication among
helicopter pesticide
sprayers, neighbors
and water users

2021 Rules widening
streamside tree buffers
to help shade and
keep cool streams
inhabited by salmon,
steelhead or bull trout
expanded to the Siskiyou
geographic region in
southern Oregon

2021 Rules
banning the
aerial application
of herbicides
within a certain
radius around
homes, schools
and water
intakes

and fish habitat

Oregon’s forest practice regulations have evolved in
response to public concerns and scientific research.
This timeline details the changes to the rules
outlined in the Oregon Forest Practices Act, with a
focus on the requirements placed on private forest
landowners to protect streams and fish habitat.
Although this timeline focuses on changes to these
particular state regulations, there are many more
laws regarding wildlife habitat, timber harvest and
other forest operations.
Active forest management, especially logging and
the use of herbicides to protect newly planted tree
seedlings, can impact water quality, as well as fish
and wildlife habitat. Regular updates to Oregon’s
forest protection rules and management practices
help reduce those impacts.

2017 Rules requiring wider buffers of trees to be left unharvested
along streams inhabited by salmon, steelhead and bull trout in many
areas west of the Cascades

2010
2007 Rules designed to identify steep,
landslide-prone stream channels and
mandating that trees be left unharvested
in these areas, allowing them to eventually
fall into streams and provide fish habitat

2007 Buffer protections
extended to streams
where fish have been
excluded due to a
human-made barrier

2003 Rules restricting logging on some steep slopes

2000

2002 Rules regulating forest road use during wet
weather and requiring the installation of cross-drains
on roads to reduce sediment delivery to streams

1996 New rules governing chemical application in forests
1995 Reforestation requirements expanded
1994 Rules requiring new or rebuilt road crossings to allow fish
passage; protections for streams, lakes and wetlands; domestic-use and
non-fish streams also receive stream buffer protections

1990

1992-94 New rules on the size and spacing of clearcuts, protecting
wildlife habitat and leaving buffers of unharvested trees along streams,
the latter aimed at growing larger streamside trees over the long term
and meeting state water-quality standards

1987 Mandatory buffers of
trees required along streams
with salmon or trout

1987 Protections added
for threatened and
endangered species

1985 Rules added to minimize soil erosion after logging
1983 Road and timber harvesting rules added
in response to severe storm-triggered landslides

1980
1978 15-day notice required
for forest operations, giving
state time for oversight

1978 Comprehensive revision in
response to 1977 federal Clean Water
Act; administrative oversight added

1974 Regulation of tractor log skidding and requiring the diversion of
storm water away from logging “skid” trails to avoid muddying streams;
protection added for drinking water sources and wetlands

The Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) was created by
the Oregon Legislature in 1991 to advance public understanding
of forests, forest management and forest products, and to
encourage sustainable forestry through landowner education.
A 13-member board of directors governs OFRI. It is funded by
a portion of the forest products harvest tax.

Learn more at OregonForests.org

1972 Act takes effect; rules require reforestation after timber harvest
and set standards for roads and streamside tree and vegetation buffers

1970

1971 Legislature passes the Oregon Forest Practices Act

