HOW ARE FORESTS, CARBON AND

CLIMATE CHANGE RELATED?

Increased amounts of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere result in warmer
global temperatures. Carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, is released through
natural events such as volcanic eruptions and forest fires. But human
activities such as burning fossil fuels are a major contributor to climate

change, which has led to melting polar ice caps, rising sea levels, extreme
weather and worsening wildfire seasons, among other effects. By capturing

FORESTRY CAN REDUCE
ATMOSPHERIC CARBON

and storing carbon, forests, as well as the wood products sourced from them,
can help mitigate the impacts of climate change.
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FOREST FIRES AND CLIMATE

Allowing trees

In many parts of Oregon, decades of fire suppression and other management decisions have toldiowto
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RETAINING FORESTS IS IMPORTANT

Keeping forestland in forest uses is crucial to capturing and storing atmospheric carbon in the
future. Oregon'’s land use and forestry laws have helped keep forests as forests across the state,
preserving their important role in fighting climate change.
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